
Government & Conflicts

Republic

Officially Began 509 B.C.E. 

Aristocratic Republic

Classes of Republican Rome

Plebeians = common people

Consuls = Major decision makers

Senate = extremely powerful government

Patricians = Aristocrats and wealthy people

Conflict between patricians and plebeians

Class warfare

Plebeians are given the right to elect officials, 
known as tribunes. 400 B.C.E.

Tribunes gain power, democracy established

Military dictators

Growth of the republic
500 B.C.E established in central Italy

Iron metallurgy

military colonies

ruled lightly over vanquished peoples

internal government
Carthage 

Phoenician colony

Mediterranean trade

Dominated North Africa

Punic wars 

246-146 B.C.E.

Carthinigians vs. Rome

Sicily

Ended when  Romans invaded Carthage

Kingdom
800 B.C.E. 

City-state

Overthrown in 600 B.C.E.

Attacked by Celtics and Greeks

The Etruscans established a monarchy

Created strong infrastructure

Migrated form Indo-Europe

Traded on the Tiber River

Practiced metallurgy

Empire

Ideas of Empire

Gaius Gracchus
Younger brother of Tiberious

Helps lower classes

Killed in 121 B.C.E.

Tiberious Gracchus

Saw flaws in Republic

Conquered lands belonged to wealthy (latifunda)

Feared latifunda would harm small farms.

Limits amount of land one person can own

Tribune

Assassinated in 132 B.C.E.

Basic Idea: The republic was designed for a small 
city-state; more powerful and centralized rule is 
necessary.

Gaius Marius

Agreed with Tiberius

Democratic/Imperialistic Ideas

Civil War

87 B.C.E

Marius overtakes Rome

Sulla seizes Rome in 83 B.C.E following Marius's 
death 

Sulla orders death of opposition

Sulla dies in 78 B.C.E., instilling a strong 
conservative gov't, harming the lower workers 
while not addressing major political issues.

Powerful general

Ditributed land to lower classes

200 B.C.E.

Lucius Cornelius Sulla
Marius's opposition

Conservative/Republican IdeasSupported aristocrats and conservatives

Also forms a loyal army

Julius Caesar

liberal

60 B.C.E finds a place in politics

Endorsed entertainment, (gladiator battles etc.)

Builds a good reputation

49 B.C.E. leads attack on Rome

46 B.C.E. dictator of Rome

Centralizes gov't

Attempts to establish a liberal state, but is killed 
in 44 B.C.E

Octavian (Augustus)

31 B.C.E conquers Rome

Augustus: divine leader

Establishes strong Imperial system

Keeps a bipartisan gov't

14 B.C.E he dies. Sad.


